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This modest three bay by three bay rectangular two-story bouse
sits on a narl.OW lot adjoining Jerusalem Church. It faces south and
bas a brick foundation. Tho stuccoed frame parsonage has a gently
sloping flat roof and is situated close to the concrete sidewalk on
Wood Lane.

The three-bay main facade has a full-width screened porch and
molded cornice. The glass and wood paneled front door, located on
the southwest bay, 1s set into a plainly ~r1mmed frame. Two windows
to the southeast and the three second floor windows are two-over-two
wood double-hung sashes set in simply trimmed frames.

On th~ west facade J a small enclosed one-stol"Y porch is set in
the recessed two nol"thwest bays to co~plete the rectangular form.
The east facade has a pair of two-over-two windows on each floor
towards the northeast corner, leaving most of tile wall blank.

The housu was surfaced with white stucco in the 19505, but
ret~ins its original overall fo~'m and detailing. 17 Wood Lane is
characteristic of small-town domestic buildings in the vernacular

style.

FOOl:'aOtes for '8

1.
2.

3.

Land Records 194/258 (1907).
Ibid. JGH 5/499 {1856~ Nathan Martin also owned p~rt of lot 16 on Adams
Street near the Miller House at 15. It vaa improved at $50 in 1853.
so may have been some 8ort of shed or shop.
~ra1 S~~el in ~~land~ 156 5th Avenue. N.Y., pp. 92-101. The
Pamphlet by Depart88nt of ~urch and Count.ry 1..i fc. Board of ~.~ Missions
of Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. (This published pamphlet is not
dated. exc.ept by a handwritten notation "1912".) However the Washington
Conferenc~ of the M~tnodist Church first lists the builtin& in 1913,

valued at $1.200.
Ibid. p. 100.4.
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The e~hasis on racial separation bolstered by the tt.Jia Crowtt laws.
in the first decades of the 20th century meant that the cl\urch and especially
its adnisters played a larger part in the social and educational11fe
of the Negro than at. any time since slavery. The local ministeT was
important to the black colTIDUnity, and to encourage the best .en..the urban
black churches. li'ke Jerusalem Methodist Episcopal in Rockv111e~ constructed
1DOdern and convenient houses near: the Churcb and its people. The
Jerusalem Parson.aae has housed the Church IS ministers since 1912 and is
v:f. r tuaUy unchanged.. Xn 1907 the Trustees of the Jerusalem M. E. Church on Wood Lane bought

several pieces of land abutting the Church.l Most of the new purch3~es
lay on the east side of the Churc:.h bordering Wood Lane and Frederick Road,
and ~st of it h.ad belonged to two families since early 19t.h centuty.
One of tbe fami1iea descended from free b~ck Samuel Martin, who was taxed
for lot 32 in 1831. Nathan !-fartin owned partS of both lots 31 and 32 j.n
the 1840 Tax Records; the 1850 Census described Nathan as "1IUlatto. black-
smth, age 39". In 1856 Nathan deeded lot 31 in trust for t.he benefit of
bis five cblldren.2

It appears that there may have been several small shops or busines6
on lot 31, since there were two owners of the lot, both of whom were white.
The Gt:ay family bad owned part of tbe lot. since 1802; the final segment
was owned by locaJ. architact/buUder Edwin M. West and his sis.ter.

The bouse erected in 19.12 was a fine one by the standards of the time.
The Board of Missions of the Presbyterian Church did a social and economic
survey of the County in 1912. According to the study, although the-re
were 40 churcbes for Negro Congregations in the County, only 18 of tham
had r.in1.sters .and only six had ."1 mnister ~ho tended only one church. 3
Jerusalem Church with its own m:1.nister and churcb-oWt'aed house W'~s fort1Jnate.
Th ~ 'f~'.,,",-' "-"~
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c"lnd cal ti,:cJ 1c I'CJn~ t>f ci1~ oesc colo..~d C~,urt;hu& 1n th- County". A $~11
part 0.& the new pa-r$on4ge is visible in the p1c:.tur~; it shows a frafAe
building with open front porch.4

The spirit and pTcstige of the Jerusa.1eo Churclt has ne\'er dindnished.
Tn 1954 the congreg.'1tion made over $13,000 worth of i1l\PrOve~nt8 to their
cburch. In 196.1 the expnnded ~1!bership made it necesstiry to enlarge the

~r;perty on the .,es", side. TOW1Y, the congregation numbers Over 200.
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Tnt! ~ryland Historic Sites (nventory W1I5 officially created by
an Act of tbe ~.tar}'land Legislat\tre to be found in the Annotated
Code of t'.aryland. Article 41, Scction 181 KA~ 1974 suppleatent.
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21 Statc CiC'cle
Ann.'tp()lis, Ma ryland 21401
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